Science • . . Medicine ” . 

• ■ 11 ! ' ? ,3 >, ' 

. . .: Y -vY ' 




Easier on Ci 


By Robert C. Toth 




'new YORK HERALD TRIBUNE 
Nev York, New York . 

'November 25, 1959.. ; 

‘ ■■• * >« -. . r *■ • . . v. 'VI v ‘i V- ' ;**» v;.xr ~,*£#■/ r *NKy*W53K5| 

? ; ;¥S 


South African* are the heaviest smokers In the world Yet 
they have less lung cancer than the lighter-smoking Britons. 
This has Impressed many doctors as a paradox In view of the 
cancer-smoking statistical links that have been reported In 
recent years* Looking Into It, a South African doctor has done 

a ‘scientific study that Indicts --—:- 

air pollution—smoke, smog, ban. Dr. Dean found the cancer 

auto exhaust-^as a major fac- ra te among British Immigrants 
tor In the rising lung-cancer ,_ ... . 

rate In his country. Britain, L n ,^an *° * **■* * 

“and presumably elsewhere.” British Immigrants living In the 
*rV,« rural /areas. Moreover, It was 

'«u»»Mt/thit r th?S?MiiBtants flve t ™ es that ot native-born 
th ,® norf*nt than 6outh Africans in rural areas. 

riffaretts *smoklnff P0 ln ftn cau t sina Dr ’ 156111 concl U d «d that lung 
cigarette smoking in causing , g caused both by genet i c 

cancer. ••.. and environmental factors, with 

Other Factors Suggested environment “chiefly respons- 

Commentlng on Dr. Dean's Ible for the high Incidence of 

study, which appeared In “The the disease. There la evidence 

British Medical Journal.” the from other studles that cl 

American Cancer Society’s chief ... 

statistician, Dr. E. Cuyler 5? Knol ‘ lt ?? J 8 ? uch <an en ' 
Hammond, said It was “an ex- factor, . - . ■ 

cellent paper, weU done.” “However, the relatively'low 

_ _ ._. .... Incidence of lung cancer 

Dr. Hammond contended that generally among the heavy- 
-a survey of South Africans smoWng South Afrlcan meni 
woyld show smokers get lung the higher and rapidly rising 
cancer more often than non- incidence in the growing cities* 
smokers. But he acknowledged an(1 incidence In the 

that other factors—such as younger age group of lmmt- 
climate, occupation and air pol- g^ts from Britain, found in 
lution—must be involved in the the present study, suggest that 
paradox of heavy smokers thfi air po n u tion which occurs 
having relatively low cancer ^ m0 dern industrial life — 
rates, and vice versa. smoke, smog, traffic fumes, etc. 

In his research. Dr. Dean —may be a major factor re- 
compared the cancer rates sponsible for the alarming in- 
among native-born South Afri- crease of lung cancer in South 
can white men with those of Africa and Britain, and pre- 
British white men who migrated sumably elsewhere/* he. said, 
to South Africa. The British United States smokers are 

immigrants were presumably much like the South Africans, 
exposed to more air pollutants They smoke more than the 
because they had lived in the British, but have a lower cancer 
heavily industrialized British rate. 

'Isles. . v • ■- 

He found 44 per cent more 
cancer deaths among the Brit- ♦ • : V 

lsh immigrants than among the ' 

native-born. y - , ’' ■ • : ' * 

This difference in rate could • 

not be explained away by a dif¬ 
ference in cigarette consump¬ 
tion, he said. The immigrants 
smoked the same amount as the 
native-born (about twenty-four 
cigarettes a day). 

Yet the lung cancer rate in * 

South Africa has doubled be¬ 
tween 1946 and 1957, Dr. Dean . v* 1 ! . 

said. He reasoned that if air v >/■ ; ; •'/ ■,;£■ 

pollution was a major factor, •• ‘ (: y, •' •<./.v/ , 

It would show up in a com- : : v ^ 

parison of rural and city dwel- ; , .. / 

lers, the rural farmers presum- Jr ”; v /; 

ably having been breathing - v ; -v 

cleaner air. . . •• . 

The most highly industrial- " x * v .■ ^ 'A'* 

Ized city in South Africa is Dur- 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/qnncmOOOO 




